
 

 

August 21, 2014 
 
 
 
Chairman Tom Wheeler 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel 
Commissioner Ajit Pai 
Commissioner Michael O`Rielly 
 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

 
RE: MB Docket No. 14-57 

 
Dear Chairman Wheeler and Commissioners: 
 
We write to share the perspective of some of America’s cities on the proposed transaction between 
Time Warner Cable and Comcast. Each of us represents a city that has worked with one of these 
companies and knows them to be stalwart community partners who contribute to, and invest in, 
the communities in which they do business. 
 
The combination of these two American companies will bring benefits to every affected city. Cities 
joining the Comcast service area will benefit from increased network investment, faster Internet 
speeds, improved video options and leading community development programs to help us tackle 
important community challenges like the digital divide.  Existing Comcast markets will enjoy the 
benefits of a company with the scale and scope to invest in innovation and deliver products and 
services on a regional basis.  
 
For us, the most significant aspect of the proposed transaction is its capacity to propel new 
investment in infrastructure in Time Warner markets that will enhance video and Internet service 
in our communities.  Comcast has pledged to invest hundreds of millions of dollars a year speeding 
up and improving the combined company’s networks.  
 
We also view positively the apparent response to this development from other companies that 
provide similar services.  Since the Comcast Time Warner Cable transaction was proposed, Google 
has announced plans to expand its high-speed Fiber service to 34 new communities,1 AT&T has 
announced plans to expand its 1 gigabit U-Verse service to 100 new municipalities including 21 
large cities,2 and Sprint’s corporate parent has proposed to build a 200 Mbps wireless network for 
the US.3 These investments, and more like them, are critical to our communities and should be 

                                                 
1 Google Fiber, Ultrahigh-Speed Internet, May Expand to 34 New Cities, 2/19/14. 
2 AT&T Eyes 100 U.S. Cities and Municipalities for its Ultra-Fast Fiber, 4/21/14. 
3 SoftBank's Son vows broadband speeds of 200 Mbps, more competition in U.S. market, 
3/11/14. 



 

 

strongly encouraged – as this transaction does. In other words, we believe that the benefit to our 
communities is even larger than the expanded investments of the two particular companies 
involved. 
 
This merger is unique in that Comcast and Time Warner Cable do not compete in any market so 
this transaction not only will avoid any loss of consumer choice but also will create a stronger, 
larger competitor in the marketplace that should bring new choices to our citizens. Comcast has 
proven to be a technology leader, offering the fastest residential speeds, the most high-definition 
television channels, the greatest number of mobile video options, and the X1 Platform – Comcast’s 
next generation interactive entertainment operating system. For businesses, especially in larger 
cities, a new national choice for phone and Internet service is especially valuable for economic 
growth and innovation. Competition promises lower prices and faster speeds: Comcast currently 
serves business customers with speeds as high as 10 Gbps, making the markets they serve more 
attractive to current and prospective employers.  
 
Most importantly, we believe the transaction will boost our efforts to close the digital divide and 
encourage broadband adoption.  Comcast’s Internet Essentials program is a model effort to address 
this stubborn problem and has already helped more than 1.4 million Americans access home 
broadband.  Internet Essentials works because it partners with local organizations on the front lines 
in our cities, from major national organizations like Khan Academy, the National Urban League 
and the Boys and Girls Club to truly local community-based organizations.  Internet Essentials 
doesn’t simply serve our communities – it becomes part of them.  
 
The transaction would strengthen and expand this effort in 16 of the 20 largest cities in the country, 
an unequivocal benefit to those communities.  Expanded broadband adoption and increased digital 
literacy in our workforce will, in turn, bolster our overall economies. Research shows that 
communities with strong technology and information economies recovered far more quickly from 
the last recession than those without.4  And a technology-educated workforce is critical as we 
compete to attract and retain innovative new businesses to our cities. 
 
Time Warner Cable has been a responsible corporate citizen whose efforts will only be enhanced 
by joining forces with Comcast’s community investment programs. Comcast has established itself 
as an industry leader and exemplary community partner who invests in its local communities and 
works hand in hand with local governments on critical social challenges like the digital divide.   
 
  

                                                 
4 The PPI Tech/Info Job Ranking, October 2013. 



 

 

We understand the Commission must weigh a number of factors when considering this type of 
transaction, and we do not take a position on them all.  However, from our perspective, the 
increased investment, improved services, and community commitments that Comcast and Time 
Warner Cable have made all weigh heavily in favor of the proposed transaction. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael A. Nutter 
Mayor 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

C. Kim Bracey 
Mayor 
York, Pennsylvania 

Joe Riley 
Mayor 
Charleston, South Carolina 

   

 
Stephen K. Benjamin 
Mayor 
Columbia, South Carolina 

Joseph DiGirolamo 
Mayor 
Bensalem, Pennsylvania 

Kevin J. Dumas, 
Mayor 
Attleboro, Massachusetts 

   

 
 

 
Buddy Dyer 
Mayor 
Orlando, Florida 

Allen Owen 
Mayor 
Missouri City, Texas 

Frank C. Ortis 
Mayor 
Pembroke Pines, Florida 

   

 
Leonard Scarcella 
Mayor 
Stafford, Texas 

Robert A. McMahon 
Mayor 
Media, Pennsylvania 

Albert B. Kelly 
Mayor 
Bridgeton, New Jersey  

   

 
Joy Cooper 
Mayor 
Hallandal Beach, Florida 

Lee Leffingwell 
Mayor 
Austin, Texas 

Gary Christenson 
Mayor 
Malden, Massachusetts 

   



 

 

 
Lori C. Moseley 
Mayor 
Miramar, Florida 

Beth Van Duyne 
Mayor 
Irving, Texas 

Tomas Regaldo 
Mayor 
Miami, Florida 

   

 
Kathleen DeRosa 
Mayor 
Cathedral City, California 

Harry Price 
Mayor 
Fairfield, California 

Marc Williams 
Mayor 
Arvada, Colorado 

   

 
Lou Odgen 
Mayor 
Tualatin, Oregon 

George Vallejo 
Mayor 
North Miami Beach, Florida 

Michael B. Hancock 
Mayor 
Denver, Colorado 

   

 
Acquanetta Warren 
Mayor 
Fontana, California 

Bob Murphy 
Mayor 
Lakewood, Colorado 

Jeffrey Gee 
Mayor 
Redwood City, California 

   

 
Cindy Lerner 
Mayor 
Pinecrest, Florida 

Daniel Rizzo 
Mayor 
Revere, Massachusetts 

Eric Jackson 
Mayor 
Trenton, New Jersey 

   

 
John Marks 
Mayor 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Ken Miyagishima 
Mayor 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 

Byron Brown 
Mayor 
Buffalo, New York 

   

 
Matthew Doyle 
Mayor 
Texas City, Texas 

Rick Gray 
Mayor 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

Alvin Brown 
Mayor 
Jacksonville, Florida 

   



 

 

 
Steve Hogan 
Mayor 
Aurora, Colorado 

David DelVecchio 
Mayor 
Lambertville, New Jersey 

Tom Tait 
Mayor 
Anaheim, California 

   

 
Richard J. Berry 
Mayor 
Albequerque, New Mexico 

Richard N. McLean 
Mayor 
Brighton, Colorado 

Gary J. Passanante 
Mayor 
Somerdale, New Jersey 

   

 
Frank Nolan 
Mayor 
Highlands, New Jersey 

Michael McGlynn 
Mayor 
Medford, Massachusetts 

Michael A. Boehm 
Mayor 
Lenexa, Kansas 

   

 
William A. Bell, Sr. 
Mayor 
Birmingham, Alabama 

Eric Papenfuse 
Mayor 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Thomas F. Kelaher 
Mayor 
Toms River, New Jersey 

   

 
Michael Copeland 
Mayor 
Olathe, Kansas 

Ernest D. Davis 
Mayor 
Mount Vernon, MY 

Dana Redd 
Mayor 
Camden, New Jersey  

   

   
Pedro E. Segarra 
Mayor 
Hartford, Connecticut   

 


